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Dear «salutation», 

You have been in our thoughts since the COVID-19 crisis began, and we miss you very much. We've been 

so fortunate to welcome thousands of visitors seeking both recreation and solace, but our thoughts always 

return to you, our closest friends. We hope that you are safe, happy, and healthy during this challenging 

time. 

 

While New York has been on PAUSE, Clermont has become a refuge for individuals and families seeking 

the beauty of nature and the peace it offers. Our landscape—so beloved by the Livingston family—has 

become a reliable source of comfort during these stressful times.  We are also adapting to our current 

situation: while some of our public programs have been rescheduled and the mansion has been closed for 

tours, we are actively fulfilling our mission to provide low and zero cost programming to the community. We 

continue to provide online and distance learning to our Harvesting History students, working closely with 

our friends at Edward J. Arthur Elementary School in Athens. We have created and donated over 150 free 

Harvesting History Activity Kits to children and families in Hudson and will create at least that many more 

for months to come.  

 

Our Teaching Garden will not only continue to serve its role to educate children as we’re able, but we’ll also 

donate our bounty to families in Hudson who need it. We are maintaining our program schedule to the best 

of our ability, rescheduling or providing online, live versions to you and potentially hundreds of other 

members of our community. We maintain our close relationship with the site, supporting their work in 

keeping the site healthy and safe for our visitors, developing new ways to provide engaging activities to our 

youngest audiences and, of course, planning for the upcoming restoration of the exterior of the mansion.  

 

In these uncertain times, your support is more important than ever.  Today, the best way to show your 

support is to become a sponsor of this year's edition of In the Key of C: a Concert for Clermont. This year’s 

event, however, will not take place on the grounds of Clermont as we had hoped. To ensure everyone’s 

health and safety, we are creating a special livestream event and concert on Saturday, July 25th that we 

will provide as a gift to the community, completely free of charge.  We’re thrilled that our friend and 

talented singer/songwriter Teddy Thompson is returning as our special guest.  Teddy has a new album 

scheduled for release in June called Heartbreaker Please and we’ll be among the first audiences to hear 

his wonderful new music.  

 

Please consider making a gift of $250 or more to become a sponsor of this year's event. As always, your 

gift is 100% tax-deductible and will be used to cover the costs of our continued educational and outreach 

efforts, our low and zero cost programs for the community, and support our role in supporting the legacy of 

Clermont State Historic Site and the Livingston family. Here are just a few examples: 

 

• A gift of $2,500 helps us pay for nearly 100 hours of Harvesting History programs, which are always 

offered completely free of charge to schools and non-profit organizations throughout Columbia, Greene, 

Dutchess, and Ulster Counties; 

• $1,000 underwrites two free concerts this summer (either online or on Clermont’s grounds); 

• A gift of $500 will cover our costs to host feminist pioneer and scholar Sally Roesch Wagner, PhD to 

Clermont this November. 
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You will receive a free 14-month extended annual membership with your sponsorship gift of $250 and 

above as well as public recognition during the event and on our website, e-newsletter, etc. All sponsors will 

also receive an invitation to our holiday party, currently scheduled for December 12, 2020. 

We’ll be in touch soon with more details about the livestream event. In the meantime, please know how 

grateful we are for your continued support, today and always.  You are in our thoughts daily, and we await 

the day we will be together again. 

Wishing you good health and happiness, 

Craig Diehl, Michael Koelsch, Martha Patricof, Randy Tryon, and Kate Wood 

The Friends of Clermont Advancement Committee 

 

P.S. We have also established an online giving option for this event. If you prefer to give online, visit 

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/concert2020. 

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/concert2020

